Adam von Trott zu Solz - Letter to Percy Corbett - 16 June 1941
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Basle,Monday .

Deay Vissesr t'HoBiT,
nere is & personal levtor to

rercy Corbett which I managed to welte before leavinge
Nobody could be more conscious oI 1ius Ilnadequacy than
I am mysoli., Buv I took your warning seriousiyphav
somevning if only as a token of coopecravion sunoutd be
seNT,and gave up my plan to go TO Zurlch ana wrouve
trom here. Kindly forwara the letter via Ned Carter
and use any OI 1tTs contcn:s under your oOwn name o
othelI'se LT Ned give my rcgards O uhe same ola Irlonde
as lasu time and add the names of Ingsid ana Trude (pbotn
of whom,I believe you know as well)e The § 500 wouid
pe IPR monecy to Keep connexlons going unere ln puropPes

My love 1O you and your Iamily

Yours oVor,

AT
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K» as from Geneva,Junc lotn LY4dl.

Dear Percy,

I hope you willl not pbe disappointed in so lete ana
inadequave an answer to your admiradble manuscript. we rcad and
dlscusscd 1t céarefully, but we cannouv a8 yol pPrescnt you wiih
anyuhing half as comprchensive. My few days in odwitzorland wero
really meanv to provide the opportunity for recording our main
observations on your theses, but I am afrald I am just about
leaving agein without having a@m ieved muo more than a pile or
more or less disjolnted notese. IL may be a good uvning vhav uvaoy
are not accessible to me avhis moment since I have deocilded tO
write to you me®c brietly now and to send to you a more worked
out memerandum later on, if you conslder this desiraovice

1the real trouble for a discussion or "post war world.",
of course, lles in the facu that an unfatnﬁmah;; stroven or fur-
ther internacvional detorioravion scems to spread iuvsclf Dotweoon o
now and vhe period of reconscruction and an equally greav aenger
ot misinierprouving the intermediate states of mind on both sidos.
Yet the challenge for something to supsTliuve an adoquale ©X=
change of 1deas is unmistakable, 11 only for tne actempt to pre-
serve the faculty of constructive discussion for a latecy cras.
For this purpose your manuscript seemed particularly wslcome,bot?
in ivs lack of propagandisu and polemicel bias and iuvs emphasis
on principles of reconsvruction.

In spite of your obgctive and unbiassed discussion of
most topics,however, EkmErmx which was genuimely apprecilaved,thero

was 'of course the initial difriculty to overcome of yous implicit
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presupposition of a "democratic" victory. It was realiscd that ¥
your book for its intended publicetion betfore the end of war
could naturally expound post war worlds on no other basise. ANy
publisher in purope (except pernaps on this swiss island, would
have to insisu on the opposite assumption, so vhat discussion
betore the end of hosuvilities cannot but proc.ed on cersain
basic antinomies of factv which musu be let'v opene Ius real
interesv at this stage Qoﬁid consist iIn the exploration ag tvo whal
margin of compatible or even idenivical elements such opposiie
pubiicavions might or mighu notv contailne

lv was agreeda that your book in spite of its assumption
ol victory contained a challenging degree of common ground for
discussion, Your adopuvion of the pattern of recgional fedoralism
as opposed TO any abstract schemed of worlu governmenv meeus
witn similar trends of thought on this side. A sound way to reo-
constiuction does not seem to suggest itsell on the basis of
one power or combination of powers dominating and imposing itheoir
schemes of pacification on the rest of the woride neconscsuccvion,
it 1s felv, should,as you suggest,foilow Out une inhe.onu peace
needs of ewvery region concerna and only then prmceed to a worla-
wide adjusument of regionss

w6 werv & little surprised by nov finding a more impor-

tant contribution alotted Lo British rmpirc feoderalism in yous
cataioguc 0f tfederal units: purope,america,racific area and
aussiae Perhaps you took for granved thatv selavions between soli-
governing memler's 01 the (ommonwealth already form a pavtorn of
Iedeorald units geared to a potentially woridwide sysvem wivhouo
absolute predominace of any one parte rhis would seem vspecially
true, if India werce to be granted full dominiown=-stavus wiuvn all
this coula entail tor the intor-regional adjusumenus necossauy

DPeuwoen mast and weste
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Under uhe present Bx scheme ot tnings the results of your
plan for the future of India, Australla and Southeasst Asia would
seem to raise a number of questions. It also seems doubtful
whether a European federation could be concelved entirely without
Russia,

fegarding your discussion of the future federated Americas
there seems to be little or nothing that could be usefully con-
tributed from this side, excepting a later mentloning of the
vital economic ties between Europe and South America as probably
the most Important quebtion for a discussion of this inter—regigf
reationshipe.

There is, I am afraid, an equally determined feeling that
the americas (even while leaving strictly aside what they might op
might not decide to do before the end of this war) cannot possib-
ly teke Britains essential place in the reconstruction of Furope.
Quite apart from the immediatc issues of the war, its inevitable
trend towards increased identificstion of British initiative with
Western hemisphere interests seems to constitute a permanent
threat to the inner structures of both regions. In all fairness
to the intensive and honest study,carried on in America, of post-
war schemes for Europe it cannot be doubted that by the nature of
things actual American intervention would follow different lines
than those lald down in such schemes =-as indeed it did after 1919,
In the mean time 1t can only be concelved in practical terms
of a long drawn out siege iIn which Western Europe (including REng-
land) would have to be eamong the chief sufferers. The whole of
Burope 1n fact,subject to these effects of Americen intervention,
would be collectively presscd towards an sasstern orientation
Lefore w o western partnership in the reconstruction of Furouve

Lorede It 1¢ not poesible to neglect these intervenin



ses entirely in e reelicstlc aosprolsal of Awericals osotential
vost=war 1r3le 10 EUronc.

Ragarding the inner sirueciure of the federal rceoilons

it/
wiibhiyou elaborste in yourmbbok t seems equally difficult Lo get
léi§}fvm the havoc that Intervening wer developmentec are llkely
to play with ite The actual coclol ¢nd economlic conditions pre-
vailing in post war scclet, will surely be of declsive lmportance
for a satisfactory working of institutions designed to adjust
them internationallye 1u vue face of thie uncertainty there are
e few more general poinuve whicli mey deserve emuhasis regerding
the structure of post-war surope,sbout which ulone we feol in a
position wo teaikd with any authosit, at all.

Buroye it mi_ht be remembered has probably undc.gone a m
more advanced transformation in the underlying conditlions of
modern industrial soclety then most other parts of ithe world.

The ceuces of present cvenve are often analysed without due re-
gara ior tune comparativedy long perioa ctunat lies at thne back of
tucse cnanygese The vexlnning of wvnis transformation,or even re-
voiution, may be dated from Lo war of 1lvl4-1lvl8 or form the

worla wconmic crises bouh of which probably left a more lasiing
cvifect on Buropean socloeuy tuann on uny otucr region of the globe.
Witnout envering intvo tune moral sice of twmis question it seems
faliacious LO aliribute vuv nature of luose Iactual clhuanges solely
Lo lue events after 19iZ or 1lelye. These wmlght be more approprlate-
ly concelved as further though by no means final phases of the
same elementary transformation.

Too much. in many respects has already been written on the
nature of this European revolution. But you would probably agree
that a proper analysis of its character should precede any more

specialised account of European post war possibilities, We will

try tqcompile some more materiel for you under this heading,but
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the essential approach seems to me to lie in the fact that here
in Burope modern industrial soclety (nonexistent in this sensce

in the Russia of 19¢17) first begen(by way of wer,l.e, unreli=v.c

by eny full return to "peace"conditions snd reinforced by yet
another prewar era) to change its controls from a free play of
capitalist forces to a more and more comprehensive system of state
controle Present developments in America rather than the earlier
pheses of the New Deal suggest the beginning of & similar ovrocess
in the more highly industrialised pasrts of the Western hemisphere.
Will it not be necessary to debate post-war structures with casre-
ful reference to the new relation,or rather combination of public
and economic power? A real difference may lie in the fact that
America tends to regard this change as temporary, while Europe's
return to a "liberal" economy after this war seems Inconceivable.
A more detalled exposition of post war European possibilitiec
must therefore further include some review of the completely new
fabric of governmental functions and institutions, of corresponding
changes in the relationship of state and citizen and of the new
and in many respects sociallst significance of the masses in pub-
lic 1ife, All these and other permenent £ ctors are bound to make
certain changes in the constitutionsl structure of postwar nations:
and internationel society inevitable. Without minimizing the in-
tense ideological differences still raging in Europe, 1t may be
anticipated that former political institutions will be less in the
forefront of popular demands in the post war era, The degree to
which authorities will be able to deal with immediste emergencies
of civilian life with justice and efficlency will be of decisive

importance., The whole machinery of public control will have to
be turned over as 1t standes to the stupendous end urgent tasks
of recrecting a consumption economy,of rebuilding transport on

lend and sea and of allevisting the worst of the housing,clothing
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and food problem., And you will prol bly not hesitate in agreeing
that the critical necessity of a close relation between the ingti-
tultlions and measures fulfilling these demends and whet might be
called the actual phese of the European revolution will be greater
in this region than similar necessities in America or the Far “abte

Very probably such terms as Liberty,Justice,Democracy will
aseume a new meaning in the type of industrisl society Iin which we
are going to live, In order to use them constructively in the dic-
cussion of post war realities it will be necessary to clear them
of propagandist elementse In a soclety in which access to the means
of productive activity is bound to be regulated, liberty f.i1. will
heve to include the right of full protection of the individual labour
contributionx. Democracy may have to assert itself in furhter clmn-
nels than those working on governments through parlisments.

It will probably be far less difficult to agree on the basic
humen values which must be reasserted and established in postwar
Europe, than to agree on the common institutions to do so. The new
emphasis on socisl end economic planning will encoursge the growth
of federal thinking in Europe, becsuse the strongest central authori-
ty cannot hope to produce end still less to deliver the necessary
goods without an incresasing measuré of willing cooperation (which
will in fac? become a vital necessity to both sides in the econo-
mic field), Central power will probably have to be strong in the
immediste postwar epoch to prevent disintegration,but the effect
of common economic conditions snd practlses will make the devolution
of powers possible which will prove necessary for Furopes poliitiecal
pacification,

In contrast to the reglons to which Iuropeans hrve emi-
greted in former times,burope vannot herself treat nationslity as
en insignificent or vanishing fector in politics. This war and ibs

causes neve done too much to intensify netional feeling,which will
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in fect continue as a force td further disruption untill federal
ideas huve been allowed to take roots. For this 1t will be impera-
tive to reinstitute for those integral nationsl units which
especielly the smaller countries have formed for centuries the
lergest possible degree of politicrl seilfgovernment and cultural
autonomy compatible with federally planned economy snd defenses.
Europe cannot =-as other regions may- be scfely likened to the mEX
"Melting pPot'",

It would be too early to talk of & common spirlt working

-

towards European reconstruction an enything like a federal basls.
The abyss of uncertainty isk still too deepe But most material
conditions for such a development seem to be containeé in the situ-
ation and will probably be brought to bear on the minds of all
Europeens with increasing intensity. Their actual identity of fabe
will dewn on them the more the sources of their sufferings are

realised in 5 mgpe solideric way.

This letter which Iamm am afraid had to be written
uncer rether bed time pressure conteins less of a contribution
to your discusson then a promis of one,if you care to have it
I should be delighted to hear of you again-

With kindest regrrds to you ond our friends

Yours ever,

7 Ao



