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The followin, reflecticng ubout the problen of the postewur
order in wope represent the thinking of two Continentel Clwistians
fron two nuticna which are ongpogite aldes in this war. 7Thoy i
road Willism juton's "Che Clareh wnd tie low Order” with eep
Intercst und wesire to exyross thelr adalreation wnd cratitude S this
fine witnuss rendered in a truly ecumenicuwl epirite They hwve also
studied the roc nt imsues of the Clwistian ows Leotter which ¢ el with
pogte=wuy nroblong.

1l. Homne basic considerations.
- o ——

The ingecurity of life and the tremendous uphoavels huvoe 3 de
Continuntal Ciwrl tlans acutely congelous of the faet tlmt the future
g "n dedts tands and thet ne mman planning, however intelligent
and however well Intentioned, eun make men masters of Lhinle cwn Sato.

There 18, therefore in Continental Clmrcles to-day a strongly
apocalyr.lc trends Tids wend may load to an attitude of e
ierldiiness, but It sy &lso have the more salutery offect of mmplng
loe that the ingdon of Jod ms 41ts cwn hiute ry which does not
depend u,on politieanl events, anc that the Life of the Caueh s 1.8
own Cod-piven iwws which are Jifferent Irem thwse which sevaern the 1i e
of the worldde We are, therofare, glad thwt mton cuplasisce 80 8 Lo
tiat the 1ife of the Clhmrch doos not depend upon victor, in the wre
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SuL thlis dees not wesn thwt Conblnental Clwiotilans ars indifforont
as to th reblen of the DOSt=ual 014a. eny who tad revicusl:
ensldered tlmt the Chareh had nothing to o w.th such geculsty yroblens
huve cap o tee 1 these last yjours thwt the Clawch is truly the salt of
Lhe carth an. tist the disearding ol Gol's corrmndients moans veaty Lov
mations ws well as individuals.

Thore 1s wery especiully & new rocognition of Lhw fmplications of
the New Tostancnt fulithy thet Clwlst L8 the Din: to whom wll Sovars
4ro subjocted. Bocsuse the werld 18 crowted tunto jiat (Colelell),

Wwe caro not consider 1t &8 & domin whlch ldves by 1tself quite arart
from godts nlun,

The comwndaents of cod Indicate the lialts which dare noet be
trans; ressed 1 Clwlst ‘8 to be Lord. and the Chaareh i8 t ¢ rondnd
the world of these lLmits. Par & long time 1t has not exerecised Lh 8
ministry, but ucre recentl; it was agmin bogun to do so, a8 in Cifforont
countrl s it lme thien & strong atand auninst the vicluation of Sodtg
copmndaents in political life.
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How the tasit of the Clawrch in relation to the 'now ardae!
{c t o be soen in the 1i ht of this ministry. 7The Chrch cannot and
should not olaborato deotuilad rlans of post-war roecoustructlon, but
1t should remind the matlcons of the wbiding commndiaents w«nd roulitios vhid
must be tuken sericusly 1€ the new oruer 1s Lo be & o wedar, an L
we are Lo aveld anct.er judgaont of God such s Lhls 2@ sont Waite

Wo are desply prateful chat there ms growm up 6 coa amity

of Chri.tiuns of diffrent nati.ns which cun uniertale this task as a
omon task. Wo have good reason to hopo thami the coxpanity willcone
cut of thias war &8 an oven noro united body than ik was belops the vare.
Those who are conascious of thelr terbership in 4 £ foliowsnlp arc us
L a small rour, but hey are novertheless not unlaportunt, because
they are practically the only internaticnel commnlty which remeins
united in spite of war and conflicte.

2, TWhy Peace Hims 7

We agree with Jatron as to the wrgency o & clear stutonent of
rouce aims. Dut,as far as the Continont ls concerncd, we would say
that thic 1s espeelally necessary in viow of the situstlon In Germmnyg.
The oeccupied countries huve bocome swficiontly aveare of the true
charactor of the Istiomelegociallist regime and are acutely congsclous
of the fact thmt thelr futwree depends on & British victory. Thore is
therelcro, re@pkibly 1ittle crlticisa of the Drlitish bleclmde In those
countrics. Uut the situation in Germmny 1s enticely differonts In
that country the attitude of the consideruble groups who are « winst
the ropine, but whe are at the canme time jiod jatricts, depenis on the
.nswer which 18 given to the questiong how will Germauny be wouted IL0 it
loses the war 2 4 positive statument of peuce aing wy have a vory
stron: influcnce in strengtiening the hmnds of thds roup. It ig cleur
th.t recent events muve created & psychological situuwtlion in which they
have un o portunity such as they have not had since 1035. Thore is,
thereforce, roasen Lo give very rest proainence to this uspact of the
whole question.

ow it 18 clear thut the very strong omplusis on the military
digermmnont of Germany 1. recent statements (und in tho radio) lwus lmd
an unfaverable effoct on this d evelomsont. The only proup wilch cun taic
getion e ringt the regime is the army (revelutiomsry @ctlon fron other
quartors would be su;pressed by the J.0.)e Jlow the opposition roups in
the arny are not lilkely to act unlega they hav: reason to Lelieve that
there 1o & vrospoct o & nare o legs tolerable peace. In these
circuastances statanents about the futwre (and vory espocially the
repaganda by radio) should at least glve the oppositicn in Gormany son
basls of action.
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e unierstand thut the disaroanent of Goraeny will have to be
demundede ut It should certuinly not be mentioned ws the min peace
alns, as is boing dine toc often. It should rmuther be uentioned ss jart
of a much wider pro ram, which would include the giving of & cortuin
amgount of politifal und econoulc security to & disarned Gormny, «nd
the accoptence by «ll nations of & cortuln supra-mntionsl contrel of
thelr armnicntse In any cese, far widar use should be mmde in all
propasanda (especlally in Lroedcasts to Gerouny) ol ell tini 1s belng

bou ht cut in the roaln of ccononie reconstruction ani scelal clrn ce
Such docunents as the 'wlvern report luve mde a deep Lupressicn in
oproslticn eircles in Gormany. Why Joes the DeBeCe 847 B0 11 tlo about
these thins ?

3e tThe chaos behind the !}'gg.'.

Thorels an important polnt which Paton has not nenticned in
his description of the chios behind the ware The deepest re.son for
the moral confusion in Germmny ani to scme extont in urcpe as a whole
is net uerely the opposition againat Chwistlan etimical convictions
(for this by itsels al ht lm ¢ crvated cloar fronts Mt r t own tclmoks ')
but rather the abillity of mtioml=goclalisa to ;resent its injustice
a3 true justice. The railway wagon of Compidgne is as it were the
symbol ol this masking ol Injustice. Thero w.a Just enough rejutive
Justice In some of Germany's claims to make 1t ,ossible far Litler to
pregent hingelf as a prophet whe came to re-estublish Justlices 7Tuls
ls the main source of the present morwl confusion. and .t show d not
be forgetten thut by mmidng concessions to Hitler which lld beon refuscd
to his predeccgsors, the statesien of other mat ona, becane the
supportors of llitler against tho opposition groups in Gerw +« In this
way 1t Io cx llcuble timt it h.s becoe increusingly difficult for the
Gorman mation to understand the true clmrecter of the regime, and tiug
elatively fow luve rerained unshalien in their conviction tht it
ropresented Saten measquereding ms an Angel of Light.

4o tGuldin: Principlest.

We censider it very ifmportunt thet futon secks the Lesis of the
new crder, not in any particular fora of govermnent, bg in certuin
fundunental principles concorning the life of tho staltigr soclisety,

Por 1t must be sald with great emplmsis that in & muber of luropsan
ecountrics an impdiate return to full-fledged democracy ani pa: lissentarism
would croate even greater disorder than tihut which obtuined befops the

era of authoritarianism. In those countries (Gernany, France,Ituly) where
8ll centres f political creativeness anc order have been diseredited

or destroyed there will be for & conslidereble time tc come be o neod of
strong contralised authority. Demccracy can only grow in & soil

which has been propared by & long spiritual traditi Ne Such @ tradition
cxists in the samller matlons (Scandinavia,llo land, Switzoerland) but not
In most cther nmations of "urcpe,.
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Dut this deoes not neun that we mist contimue to ac opt lorms of
stato-absolutlsne The ninima which st bo rogulred of ovary state and
which muet bo guuranteed Intormaticnally (we nov know tiut political
rogines are not morely tho afliair of the mation cone.rnoed 1), io it
the state shwll be linited by law, thakt is to say Uit 1t swll roco nise
cortalin binding oblijutions to TEs cltisens and to other statos.

The anglo=Saxon world summardscs the stuggle aguinst the
omipotonce of the State in the ward "frocdoa". L aton ;lves us
& churter of hwmn '»f hts and 1ibertlos! whlch Gro Lo previde the
nerm of action by the states ut these ox rossiocns sty 48 uton
indicates, tbe Wanslated intc tamw which relute thea maare clogely
o the 1ife el othorpeoplest. For freedom is too ne utive a ward to

4 used In a situation where all ordor lmo been dogstroyode amd libartics
aro not enough when nen seok TIvst of all for some mdindmun security.
These words ronlnd too imchof the old liberalism which boecause of its
failures is 1tself largely res-onsible for thwe doveldr »nt toward
state-absclutisn,

This is rartly a quarrel of words, for the rewliti g which lie
behind such ex resalons as teivil and roligious liberiles), ireadon
of spoceh! ar tequality of all bLefore the law! st certainly be
safeuarded in the now order. But 31t io alse imeh more then a matter of
wordse I'or the whole oricntation cof the post-war states will depend
on this ideologlcal question. low we boelieve (hat the conce tion of
order linited by law and rosponsibility, an order which is not wn ain
In ltscll, but which recognises comandients wihich transcend the state
has nore spiritual substence anc s0lidlity than the omplmsis on the rights
of individual nene

T8 1t I8 certuinly true - a8 Faten indicatens - thut in a
~ountry iike CGermmny it will be Ly ossible to introduce all the wvarious
-orms of democratic libertiecs, Imt it will be possible in that, s in othor
countrics, teo deo away with «il foras of Intlonul=Soclulist torrorion,
Lo mule law once naro the inmpartial arbiter, not only between citisons
but alse between the citizons wnd the slate, wnd o dive full {veedon
to the Cinwche If then safe uurds are Yormiiated eoncorning the regioe
ef countrles which 'wi ¢ beun totalltarian (will useia bo Included
ameng thess ?), they should be couched not so  mch in terme of individual
rii;iz s but in terns of norms wvhich the siatoe must rocognise in all 1 s
actionee

He *The Tdeul andi the next Steps:’

Vo agree wholeheartedly with the conce tion of intermmticmal ocdap
which iz  iven &n ratonts chapt r on the ideuld an! the next sters,.
We are ospecislly glad, tiut he mleg 1t clo.r that this orJep cannot
be a mere restoretion of the ro-war political w d econoalc Systen,
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vory
Por it lue becomo/clear on the Continont (wnd is undorstood Ly many who
did not undorstand this 4 fow curs aygo) ¢t there must come drestic
elmnges In these $wo demainse In the politicdl dawmin thore must be
effective linitution of national sovarelgntye In the econonlc domin
thore mot Le lialtation of ccononle individualism, in otlor words,
planning for econonie security of tho mescs.

Dut, as Maton saye, 'tho ultimate settlenont is bound to be
influen ed profoundly by the natute of the tumporary aeasures which
arc tuken in the interinm voriod, and upon the proper ghapling cf those
measures the future may dependty liow we do nct bulieve tihwt fatonts
book throws yet sufficil nt 11 ht on this ryoblen. and we do not beliave
that the soluticn of 'his problen which is mesenteod In the Cleri tian
Jews Lotter of August 20 (Dr Oldlan's surlr  of 8 P. .0 re sort, which
he censideres to be tentively risht' in its approach to the ;roblem)
is adequate,

e de not deny that Great Britg n WBs the riht tedomand safe uards
agalnst & roturn of Nationulejocinlism In cne for: op another, ani thut
il may therefore have to tale farepeachin: mllitary mousures ageinat
Gorunye Dut we foel that for Lhe sake of the future those umavoldable
uossuwroes must be countorbaluncod by & pesitive policyes low it is
recognised ln ngland end Arerdea that this time there :mi:t not be &
reopetit.cn of the econode elauses cf the Versailles treaty, and that is
Indeed wn important insi ht. Sut that is not encugshe There romains
the question as to how Gormany oy 1ind its way back o & system of
guvernnent which isaccoptable to the Gerrans and which 1s an o arly
member of the fandly of maticns. low this questlion 1s not answered by
the totul cecuratlon of Germmny (theugh such occupaticn wy jrove
necessary)e 0n the contrary, the total disarmmient and the cccupation
of Cermany will make it excoptiomally difficult,ii not 1 :.cad ble, to
wreal u new ernan goverment, Would a gevernmont which acceented such
condltions not be rogurded as a m re @lsling affair ¢ Would not thoso
groups which are dofiniteoly antie-luzi feel tlat even Hitier was hetter
than thls complete collapse of Gerrmn inteogrity ¢ wWould this not load
to & cven wilier form of Gorman natiomaliem 9

The question which must then be faced 1s whether 1t is not
pogsible to offer such torms of pemce to Germany that & now cvornient
composed of non=lwzi German lead rs who are i ady far inturnutioml
collaboration miy not be discredited fyom the ouaet in the ayes of theip
own neoples Or %0 yut & the othur wy rounds  the question must be feced
whether & Germman governw:nt which mkes a coplete Wrouk with 11Mtler and
@ll he stands for, can hope to get such tarns of peace thut it s 30 @
change to suréviva, I such & governuent woull be cormad, 10 1t would
make & gemuine rouce offer (evacuation of all occupled territorics, cuastl
of all Mzl loaders, willin noss to disara) and i then this offer would
be rejocted = there im a danger that Gersans of &ll secbions and groups

ng



would Lo thrown inte the nutionalist oppositicn, and tlat for a very w
long Lime to come no Germen governnent worthy of hat mame can be formeds

It 19 clewr that the aunswerin; of this question is & ma tor of
urgency, since the @ttitude of opposition groups in Gerny doponde u on
the answer givens Realism dermnds timt the wirld shwuld boe safe wrind
Ggainot & roturn of lstioml-soclulimi, but realism dormnis wlso
that we should safe uwrd the world a Rinst & reopetiticn of the psychoe-
loical ;rrecess which lwe tkon place 4in Gormany betwoen 1910 amd 1033,
We belleve that 1t 4s possible to ini ren in Gexmmny whe lave shown by
thelr att tude dwring these laat yeurs that thoy e not ‘nfectod with
Bationml-jocialist ideus, &n. who cun be countod upon as loml
~ollaborators in , ‘uropeun commnity of nmetions. And wo bolliove that
-hey should be given a chunee for the saltc not onky of Germany, but for
Burope as & whole.

€e The lussian "roblen

It is undorstandable thut in the »resont situat cn the v blea
of the rolation of hussia to the future international carier 1o not
belng treated as thoroughly as the rroblen of Germany. Thore iz so
much uncertainty as to the forces which are at vork in Jussia today and
63 to the effect which the war will lmve upon then, thut It is alncet
imrossible to visualise Just what 2ts pluce will Le. Dut a8 Clxrlstians
we dare net lot ourselves bs carried away by noncntaryreacticnse Tvon
thouch we may conslder the Britisheiussian allil.nce a stiflable and
umavoldable pelitical decisicn, we muat not nininise the danger which
fussle st1ll rerresonts for all that we hold dewr. Unlosg the war
calls forth vary fundaacntal changes in the structure of the jussian
statc, Dolshovisn mmy well bocome & tremendous nenwce to all countrios
which heve beon bettin: on the wron; horse and which will £ind tloip
“wscist system discrodited by o Gorman defeates This 1s then eancther
sry strong conllismmtion of the nscesslty for autherierlan, tho oh
non=rasclst, rogimes in the postewar ere, and 8150 or Lho necosslty
of strengthenin  the hands of those non-lagi elenents in vermany which
would be able to form & new govermient in thet countiry. There is,
furthormore, the very difflicult uesiion s to whetho the Zaltic
States, the Dukovima, Xarelia Dossarabla, simll o back to a ussia
whigh rocognises civh and religious liberties Just as little as do the
lagis.




